TITLE 15
CHAPTER 2
PART 6

GAMBLING AND LIQUOR CONTROL
HORSE RACING
VETERINARY PRACTICES, EQUINE HEALTH, MEDICATION, AND TRAINER
RESPONSIBILITY

15.2.6.1
ISSUING AGENCY: New Mexico Racing Commission
[15.2.6.1 NMAC - Rp, 15 NMAC 2.6.1, 04/13/2001]
15.2.6.2
SCOPE: All persons participating in horse racing in New Mexico. Additional regulations may
be cross-referenced in 15 NMAC 2.1, 15 NMAC 2.2, 15 NMAC 2.3, 15 NMAC 2.4, 15 NMAC 2.5, 15 NMAC 2.7
and 16.47.1 NMAC.
[15.2.6.2 NMAC - Rp, 15 NMAC 2.6.2, 04/13/2001]
15.2.6.3
STATUTORY AUTHORITY: Sections 60-1A-1 through 60-1A-30 NMSA 1978 provides the
authority for the state racing commission to promulgate rules and regulations for enforcing Chapter 60 pertaining to
horse race meetings in the state of New Mexico.
[15.2.6.3 NMAC - Rp, 15 NMAC 2.6.3, 04/13/2001; A, 09/15/09]
15.2.6.4
DURATION: Permanent.
[15.2.6.4 NMAC - Rp, 15 NMAC 2.6.4, 04/13/2001]
15.2.6.5
EFFECTIVE DATE: April 13, 2001 unless a later date is cited at the end of a section.
[15.2.6.5 NMAC - Rp, 15 NMAC 2.6.5, 04/13/2001]
15.2.6.6
OBJECTIVE: The objective of Part 6 of Chapter 2 is to describe requirements and procedures
used to protect the integrity of horse racing, to ensure the health and welfare of race horses and to safeguard the
interests of the public and the participants in racing.
[15.2.6.6 NMAC - Rp, 15 NMAC 2.6.6, 04/13/2001; A, 07/31/2012]
15.2.6.7
DEFINITIONS: Refer to 15.2.1.7 NMAC.
[15.2.6.7 NMAC - Rp, 15 NMAC 2.6.7, 04/13/2001]
15.2.6.8

VETERINARY PRACTICES:
A.
Veterinarians under authority of official veterinarian: Veterinarians licensed by the
commission and practicing at any location under the jurisdiction of the commission are under the supervision of the
official veterinarian and the stewards. The official veterinarian shall recommend to the stewards or the commission
the discipline to be imposed upon a veterinarian who violates the rules.
B.
Treatment restrictions:
(1)
Except as otherwise provided by this subsection, no person other than a veterinarian
licensed to practice veterinary medicine in this jurisdiction and licensed by the commission may administer a
prescription or controlled medication, drug, chemical or other substance (including any medication, drug, chemical
or other substance by injection) to a horse at any location under the jurisdiction of the commission.
(2)
This subsection does not apply to the administration of the following substances pursuant
to the restrictions set forth in 15.2.6.9 NMAC or as they may interfere with post-race testing:
(a)
a recognized non-injectable nutritional supplement or other substance approved
by the official veterinarian;
(b)
a non-injectable substance on the direction or by prescription of a licensed
veterinarian;
(c)
a non-injectable non-prescription medication or substance.
(3)
No person other than a veterinarian licensed to practice veterinary medicine in this
jurisdiction and licensed by the commission, or a veterinary assistant licensed by the commission acting under the
direct supervision of a licensed veterinarian, shall possess on any location under the jurisdiction of the commission
any of the following unless approved by the commission:
(a)
any drug which is a narcotic, stimulant, or depressant, or any other substance or
medication that has been prepared or packaged for injection by a hypodermic syringe, or hypodermic needle;
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(b)
any hypodermic syringe, hypodermic needle or any equipment associated with
the aid of intravenous administration.
(c)
No veterinary assistant licensed by the commission shall be allowed to
administer a prohibited item pursuant to Paragraph (3) of Subsection B of 15.2.6.8 NMAC.
(4)
At any location under the jurisdiction of the commission, veterinarians may use only onetime disposable needles, and shall dispose of them in a manner approved by the commission.
(5)
If a person has a medical condition which makes it necessary to possess a prohibited item
pursuant to Paragraph (3) of Subsection B of 15.2.6.8 NMAC, that person may:
(a)
request permission of the stewards or the commission in writing;
(b)
furnish a letter from a licensed physician explaining why it is necessary for the
person to possess a prohibited item;
(c)
and must comply with any conditions and restrictions set by the stewards or the
commission.
(6)
The recommended penalty (in absence of mitigating circumstances) for a violation of
Paragraph (3) of Subsection B of 15.2.6.8 NMAC is a $1,500 fine and a six month suspension. Additionally, the
commission may order all horses under the trainer’s care that are entered to race to be tested with the cost of testing
borne by the trainer.
(7)
Veterinarians shall not have contact with an entered horse on race day except for the
administration of furosemide under the guidelines set forth in Subsection D of 15.2.6.9 NMAC unless approved by
the official veterinarian or in an emergency situation. Should an emergency occur during evening hours, the
veterinarian shall notify the official veterinarian as soon as possible the following morning.
(8)
Veterinarians may employ persons licensed by the commission as veterinary assistants to
work under their direct supervision. Veterinary assistants shall not inject, directly treat, or diagnose any animal.
The practicing veterinarian must be present on the grounds if a veterinary assistant has access to injection devices or
injectable substances. The practicing veterinarian shall assume all financial and regulatory responsibility for the
actions of their licensed veterinary assistant.
(9)
Veterinarians who possess any pre-drawn injectable syringes containing any substance
must also possess the partially filled or empty labeled source container from which the injectable substance was
drawn. Pre-drawn syringes and the labeled source container from which it was drawn are subject to confiscation by
the commission and are subject to testing by the official laboratory. The injectable substance must be clearly
indentified on each pre-drawn syringe.
C.
Extracoporeal shock wave therapy or radial pulse wave therapy: The use of extracorporeal
shock wave therapy or radial pulse wave therapy shall not be permitted unless the following conditions are met:
(1)
Any extracorporeal shock wave therapy or radial pulse wave therapy machine, whether in
operating condition or not, must be registered with and approved by the commission or its designee before such
machine is brought to or possessed on any racetrack or training center within the jurisdiction of the commission.
(2)
The use of extracorporeal shock wave therapy or radial pulse wave therapy within the
jurisdiction shall be limited to veterinarians licensed to practice by the commission. Extracorporeal shock wave
therapy or radial pulse wave therapy may only be performed with machines that are registered and approved for use
by the commission; used at a previously-disclosed location that is approved by the commission; and must be
reported within 24 hours prior to treatment on a prescribed form to the official veterinarian.
(3)
Any treated horse shall not be permitted to race or breeze for a minimum of 10 days
following treatment.
(4)
Any horse treated with extracorporeal shock wave therapy or radial pulse wave therapy
shall be added to a list of ineligible horses. This list shall be kept in the race office and accessible to the jockeys
and their agents during normal business hours and be made available to other regulatory jurisdictions.
(5)
A horse that receives any such treatment without full compliance with this section and
similar rules in any other jurisdiction in which the horse was treated shall be placed on the stewards’ list.
(6)
Any person participating in the use of extracorporeal shock wave therapy or the
possession of extracorporeal shock wave therapy machines in violation of this rule shall be considered to have
committed a prohibited practice and is subject to a class A penalty.
D.
Veterinarian’s reports:
(1)
Every veterinarian who treats a race horse at any location under the jurisdiction of the
commission shall, in writing on a form approved by the commission, report to the official veterinarian the name of
the horse treated, any medication, drug or substance administered or prescribed or administered, the name of the
trainer of the horse, the date and time of treatment and any other information requested by the official veterinarian.
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(2)
The report shall be signed by the practicing veterinarian.
(3)
The report will be made available to racing officials on request within a 48-hour period.
Any such report is confidential and its content shall not be disclosed except in the course of an investigation of a
possible violation of these rules or in a proceeding before the stewards or the commission, or to the trainer or owner
of record at the time of treatment.
E.
Veterinary compliance: The official veterinarian, racing veterinarian, and each practicing
veterinarian shall comply with all federal and state statutes and applicable rules regulating veterinary practices as
may be promulgated by the New Mexico board of veterinary medicine and the New Mexico board of pharmacy.
[15.2.6.8 NMAC - Rp, 15 NMAC 2.6.8, 04/13/2001; A, 07/15/2002; A, 02/15/2012; A, 07/31/2012, A, 05/16/2014;
A, 12/16/16]
15.2.6.9
MEDICATIONS AND PROHIBITED SUBSTANCES: The classification guidelines contained
within the "uniform classification guidelines for foreign substances and recommended penalties and model rule",
July 29, 2017, version 13.3 and “association of racing commissioners international inc. controlled therapeutic
medication schedule for horses”, version 4.0, revised April 20, 2017 by the association of racing commissioners
international, are incorporated by reference. Any threshold herein incorporated by reference by inclusion in one of
the documents above shall not supersede any threshold or restriction adopted by the commission as specified by this
section.
A.
Penalties:
(1)
In issuing penalties against individuals found guilty of medication and drug violations, a
regulatory distinction shall be made between the detection of therapeutic medications used routinely to treat
racehorses and those drugs that have no reason to be found at any concentration in the test sample on race day.
(2)
The stewards or the commission will use the association of racing commissioner’s
international recommended penalty as a starting place in the penalty stage of the deliberations for a rule violation for
any drug listed in the association of racing commissioners international uniform classification guidelines for foreign
substances.
(3)
If a licensed veterinarian is administering or prescribing a drug not listed in the
association of racing commissioners international uniform classification guidelines for foreign substances, the
identity of the drug shall be forwarded to the New Mexico racing commission designee to be forwarded to the racing
medication and testing consortium for classification.
(4)
Any drug or metabolite thereof found to be presenting a pre- or post-race sample which is
not classified in the association of racing commissioners international uniform classification guidelines for foreign
substances shall be assumed to be an association of racing commissioners international class 1 drug and the trainer
and owner shall be subject to those penalties as set forth in penalty category A unless satisfactorily demonstrated
otherwise by the racing medication and testing consortium, with a penalty category assigned.
(5)
The penalty categories and their related schedules, if applicable, shall be based on the
following criteria:
(a)
whether the drug is approved by the United States food and drug administration
for use in the horse;
(b)
whether the drug is approved by the United States food and drug administration
for use in any species;
(c)
whether the drug as approved has any legitimate therapeutic application in the
equine athlete;
(d)
whether the drug was identified as “necessary” by the racing medication and
testing consortium veterinary advisory committee;
(e)
whether legitimate, recognized therapeutic alternatives exist; and
(f)
the association of racing commissioner’s international classification of the drug.
(6)
The recommended penalty for a violation involving a drug that carries a category “D”
penalty is a written warning to the trainer and owner. Multiple violations may result in fines or suspensions.
(7)
When the penalty assessed against a licensee for a medication or drug violation in a trial
race results in a disqualification and loss of purse, the licensee is subject to the same penalties for any race for which
the trial race was conducted.
(8)
Any licensee of the commission, including veterinarians, found responsible for the
improper or intentional administration of any drug resulting in a positive test may, after proper notice and hearing,
be subject to the same penalties set forth for the licensed trainer.
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(9)
The licensed owner, veterinarian or any other licensed party involved in a positive
laboratory finding shall be notified in writing of the hearing and any resulting action. In addition their presence may
be required at any and all hearings relative to the case.
(10)
Any veterinarian found to be involved in the administration of any drug carrying the
penalty category of “A” shall be referred to the state licensing board of veterinary medicine for consideration of
further disciplinary action or license revocation. This is in addition to any penalties issued by the stewards or the
commission.
(11)
Any person who the stewards or the commission believe may have committed acts in
violation of criminal statues may be referred to the appropriate law enforcement agency. Administrative action
taken by the stewards or the commission does not prohibit a prosecution for a criminal act, nor does a potential
criminal prosecution stall administrative action by the stewards or the commission.
(12)
Procedures shall be established to ensure that a licensed trainer is not able to benefit
financially during the period for which the individual has been suspended. This includes, but is not limited to,
ensuring that horses are not transferred to a licensed person within the first degree of affinity (marriage relationship)
or first degree of consanguinity (blood relationship):
(a)
first degree of affinity shall mean the licensee’s spouse or spouse’s mother,
father, brother, sister, son or daughter;
(b)
first degree of consanguinity shall mean the licensee’s mother, father, brother,
sister, son or daughter.
B.
Penalty recommendations:
(1)
Category A penalties will be assessed for violations due to the presence of a drug
carrying a category A penalty. Recommended penalties for category A violations are as follows:
Licensed trainer:
1st offense:
A minimum one-year suspension absent mitigating circumstances or the presence of aggravating factors could be
used to impose a maximum three-year suspension. A minimum fine of $10,000 or ten percent of the total purse
(greater of the two) absent mitigating circumstances or the presence of aggravating factors could be used to
impose a maximum fine of $25,000 or twenty-five percent of the total purse (greater of the two) and may be
referred to the commission for any further action deemed necessary by the commission.
2nd Lifetime offense in any jurisdiction:
A minimum three-year suspension absent mitigating circumstances or the presence of aggravating factors could
be used to impose a maximum of license revocation with no reapplication for a three-year period. A minimum
fine of $25,000 or twenty-five percent of the total purse (greater of the two) absent mitigating circumstances or
the presence of aggravating factors could be used to impose a maximum fine of $50,000 or fifty percent of the
total purse (greater of the two), and may be referred to the commission for further action deemed necessary by the
commission.
3rd Lifetime offense in any jurisdiction:
A minimum five-year suspension absent mitigating circumstances or the presence of aggravating factors could be
used to impose a maximum of license revocation with no reapplication for a five-year period. A minimum fine of
$50,000 or fifty percent of the total purse (greater of the two) absent mitigating circumstances or the presence of
aggravating factors could be used to impose a maximum fine of $100,000 or one hundred percent of the total
purse (greater of the two), and may be referred to the commission for any further action deemed necessary by the
commission.
Licensed owner:
1st offense:
Disqualification and loss of purse. Horse shall be placed on the veterinarian’s list for 180 days and must pass a
commission-approved examination before becoming eligible to be entered.
2nd Lifetime offense in owner’s stable in any jurisdiction:
Disqualification and loss of purse. Horse shall be placed on the veterinarian’s list for 180 days and must pass a
commission-approved examination before becoming eligible to be entered.
3rd Lifetime offense in owner’s stable in any jurisdiction:
Disqualification, loss of purse, $50,000 fine. Horse shall be placed on the veterinarian’s list for 180 days and
must pass a commission-approved examination before becoming eligible to be entered and referral to the
commission with a recommendation of a suspension for a minimum of 90 days.
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(2)
Category B penalties will be assessed for violations due to the presence of a drug
carrying a category B penalty and for the presence of more than one NSAID in a plasma or serum sample in
accordance with Paragraphs (3) and (4) of Subsection N of 15.2.6.9 NMAC. Recommended penalties for
category B violations are as follows:
Licensed trainer:
1st offense:
A minimum 15-day suspension absent mitigating circumstances or the presence of aggravating factors could be
used to impose a maximum 60-day suspension. A minimum fine of $500 absent mitigating circumstances or the
presence of aggravating factors could be used to impose a $1,000 fine.
2nd offense (365-day period) in any jurisdiction:
A minimum 30-day suspension absent mitigating circumstances or the presence of aggravating factors could be
used to impose a maximum 180-day suspension. A minimum fine of $1,000 absent mitigating circumstances or
the presence of aggravating factors could be used to impose a maximum fine of $2,500.
3rd offense (365-day period) in any jurisdiction:
A minimum 60-day suspension absent mitigating circumstances or the presence of aggravating factors could be
used to impose a maximum of a one year suspension. A minimum fine of $2,500 absent mitigating circumstances
or the presence of aggravating factors could be used to impose a maximum $5,000 fine or five percent of the total
purse (greater of the two) and may be referred to the commission for any further action deemed necessary by the
commission.
Licensed owner:
1st offense:
Disqualification, loss of purse (in the absence of mitigating circumstances)* and horse must pass a commissionapproved examination before becoming eligible to be entered.
2nd offense (365-day period) in owner’s stable in any jurisdiction:
Disqualification, loss of purse (in the absence of mitigating circumstances)* and horse must pass a commissionapproved examination before becoming eligible to be entered.
3rd offense (365-day period) in owner’s stable in any jurisdiction:
Disqualification, loss of purse, and in the absence of mitigating circumstances a $5,000 fine* and horse must pass
a commission-approved examination before becoming eligible to be entered.
(3)
Category C (minor) penalties will be assessed for violations due to the presence of
more than one NSAID in a plasma or serum sample in accordance with Paragraph (6) of Subsection N of 15.2.6.9
NMAC and overages for NSAIDs or for furosemide violations utilizing the following concentrations in serum or
plasma:
(a)
phenylbutazone >2.0 mcg/ml and up to 5.0 mcg/ml; or
(b)
flunixin > 20 ng/ml and up to 100 ng/ml; or
(c)
ketoprofen > 2 ng/ml and up to 50 ng/ml;or
(d)
furosemide >100 ng/ml; or
(e)
no detectable furosemide concentration when identified as administered.
Recommended penalties for category C (minor) violations are as follows:
Licensed trainer:
1st offense (365-day period) in any jurisdiction, the penalty is a minimum of a written warning to maximum
fine of $500.
2nd offense (365-day period) in any jurisdiction, the penalty is a minimum of a written warning to
maximum fine of $750.
3rd offense (365-day period) in any jurisdiction, the penalty is a minimum fine of $500 to a maximum fine of
$1,000.
Licensed owner:
1st offense (365-day period) in any jurisdiction, the penalty is the horse may be required to pass a
commission-approved examination before being eligible to run.
2nd offense (365-day period) in any jurisdiction, the penalty is the horse may be required to pass a
commission-approved examination before being eligible to run.
3rd offense (365-day period) in any jurisdiction, the penalty is disqualification, loss of purse and horse must
pass a commission-approved examination before being eligible to run.
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(4)
Category C (major) penalties will be assessed for violations due to the presence of a
drug carrying a category C penalty.
(a)
phenylbutazone >5.0 mcg/ml or
(b)
flunixin > 100 ng/ml or
(c)
ketoprofen > 50 ng/ml or
(d)
the presence of more than one NSAID in a plasma or serum sample in
accordance with Paragraph (5) of Subsection N of 15.2.6.9 NMAC; or
(e)
penalty class C drugs.
Recommended penalties for category C (major) violations are as follows:
Licensed trainer:
1st offense (365-day period) in any jurisdiction, the penalty is a minimum fine of $1,000 absent mitigating
circumstances.
2nd offense (365-day period) in any jurisdiction, the penalty is a minimum fine of $1,500 and 15 day
suspension absent mitigating circumstances.
3rd offense (365-day period) in any jurisdiction, the penalty is a minimum fine of $2,500 and a 30 day
suspension absent mitigating circumstances.
Licensed owner:
1st offense (365-day period) in any jurisdiction, the penalty is disqualification, loss of purse in the absence
of mitigating circumstances and the horse must pass a commission-approved examination before being
eligible to run.
2nd offense (365-day period) in any jurisdiction, the penalty is disqualification, and loss of purse in the
absence of mitigating circumstances. If same horse, that horse shall be placed on veterinarian’s list for 45
days and must pass a commission-approved examination before being eligible to run.
3rd offense (365-day period) in any jurisdiction, the penalty is disqualification, loss of purse, and in the
absence of mitigating circumstances a $5,000 fine and if same horse that horse shall be placed on
veterinarian’s list for 60 days and must pass a commission-approved examination before being eligible to
run.
(5)
Any violation subsequent to a third violation will carry the same terms as imposed for a
third violation. Penalties will run consecutively for a trainer or owner.
(6)
If the trainer has not had more than one violation involving a drug that carries a category
C penalty within the previous two years, the stewards are encouraged to issue a warning in lieu of a fine provided
the reported level in phenylbutazone is below 3.0 micrograms per milliliter absent of aggravating factors.
(7)
After a two-year period, if a licensee has had no further violations involving a drug that
carries a category C penalty, any penalty due to an overage in the 2.0-5.0 micrograms per milliliter range for
phenylbutazone will be expunged from the licensee’s record for penalty purposes.
C.
Medication restrictions:
(1)
A finding by the commission approved laboratory of a prohibited substance in an official
sample of a horse is prima facie evidence that the prohibited substance was administered to the horse and, in the case
of a post-race test, was present in the horse's body while it was participating in a race.
(2)
Nothing in this part shall prevent a racing association from setting eligibility conditions,
as agreed to with the acknowledged horsemen’s organization, for individual races, or for its entire race meet, that
prohibit the use or the presence of drug substances or medications in biological test samples collected from
participating horses are detection levels lower than what is authorized by the commission Such conditions if
established in accordance with 1.2.3.5 NMAC shall not be deemed in conflict with the rules and regulations of the
commission.
(3)
Except as otherwise provided by this part, a person may not administer or cause to be
administered by any means to a horse a prohibited substance, including any restricted medication pursuant to this
part during the 24-hour period before post time for the race in which the horse is entered.
(4)
There is no permissible concentration of clenbuterol that is allowed to appear in any
official sample.
(5)
The restrictions set forth in Paragraph (3) above do not apply to the following substances:
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(a)
Topical applications, such as antiseptics, ointments, salves, leg rubs and leg
paints which may contain antibiotics (excluding procaine, penicillin and chloramphenicol) but which shall not
contain ethanol, benzocaine, dimethylsulfoxide, lidocaine, steroids or other medications.
(b)
Vitamins and electrolytes, provided the vitamins and electrolytes are
administered orally and do not contain any medications.
(c)
Mentholated products designed to be used and administered topically to the
nostril areas.
(6)
Commission personnel may at any time confiscate any material or devices used for the
administration of any substance identified in Paragraph (5) above and submit it to the official laboratory for testing
in order to ensure the contents are accurately identified.
(7)
The use of a nebulizer or any similar device used to administer a drug or other substance
by inhalation is not permitted on the day a horse is entered to race.
(8)
Any horse that is the subject of a positive test report from the official laboratory for a
drug in one of the following categories shall be placed immediately on the steward’s list:
(a)
any drug categorized by the association of racing commissioner’s international
“uniform classification guidelines for foreign substance and recommended penalties and model rule” incorporated
by reference under 15.2.6.9 NMAC as a penalty class A substance;
(b)
any prohibited anabolic androgenic steroid or any anabolic androgenic steroid in
excess of the permitted concentrations listed in Subsection G of 15.2.6.9 NMAC;
(c)
clenbuterol or other beta-agonist drugs with significant anabolic effects that are
not currently penalty class A drugs;
(d)
other drugs designed to promote growth or muscle including, but not limited to,
growth hormones, somatotropins, insulin growth factors and gene modifying agents;
(e)
cobalt in excess of the allowable concentration specified pursuant to Subsection
M of 15.2.6.9 NMAC.
(9)
Horses placed on the steward’s list for a positive test for any of the substances listed in
Paragraph (8) of Subsection C above shall remain on the steward’s list for 60 days. The first day shall be considered
the day following the date of the signed report from the official laboratory.
(10)
In order to be removed from the steward’s list and prior to entry, the following conditions
shall be met:
(a)
a minimum of 60 days must have elapsed;
(b)
the horse must be presented to the test barn on or after day 60 for the official
veterinarian to obtain blood, urine or hair samples;
(c)
the collected samples must test negative for any substance identified in
Paragraph (8) of Subsection C above;
(d)
the cost of the testing, including applicable shipping costs, shall be borne by the
licensed owner and must be paid in full at the time of shipment.
(11)
If a split sample obtained under Subsection D of 15.2.6.10 NMAC does not confirm the
original finding of the official laboratory of a positive test, the horse shall be removed from the steward’s list.
(12)
A practicing veterinarian that is licensed by the commission may prescribe a drug
identified by Paragraph (8) of Subsection C above under the following conditions:
(a)
the diagnosis justifying the prescribed drug, the dosage, the expected duration of
treatment, the name of the horse and the name of the trainer must be submitted to the official veterinarian on a form
prescribed by the commission;
(b)
only FDA label-approved drugs for use in the horse may be prescribed;
(c)
the horse shall be placed on the veterinarian’s list for a period of time not less
than 30 days after the last administration of the drug as prescribed;
(d)
the horse must be presented to the test barn once eligible to be removed from the
list for the official veterinarian to obtain blood or urine samples;
(e)
the collected samples must test negative for the prescribed substance and any
other substance identified in Paragraph (8) of Subsection C above:
(f)
the cost of testing, including applicable shipping costs shall be borne by the
licensed owner and must be paid in full at the time of shipment;
(g)
horses placed on the veterinarian’s list for the therapeutic use of any substance
identified in Paragraph (8) of Subsection C above will be exempt from hair sampling for a six-month period
following the last day of the reported treatment. Horses will be subject to out of competition blood and urine
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sampling during the treatment period pursuant to Subsection J of 15.2.6.9 NMAC to ensure that the concentration of
drug found is within the range expected for the recognized therapeutic dose of the drug and will be subject to
enhanced out of competition blood and urine sampling during the period exempt from hair sampling.
D.
Furosemide:
(1)
Furosemide may be administered intravenously to a horse, which is entered to compete in
a race. Except under the instructions of the official veterinarian for the purpose of removing a horse from the
veterinarian's list or to facilitate the collection of a post-race urine sample, furosemide shall be permitted only after
the trainer enters the horse on furosemide on the entry card and only after the official veterinarian has placed the
horse on the furosemide list. In order for a horse to be placed on the furosemide list, the following process must be
followed:
(a)
After the horse’s licensed trainer and licensed veterinarian determine that it
would be in the horse’s best interests to race with furosemide the official veterinarian or their designee shall be
notified using the prescribed form that the horse is to be put on the furosemide list.
(b)
The form must be received by the official veterinarian or their designee by the
proper deadlines so as to ensure public notification.
(c)
A horse placed on the official furosemide list must remain on that list unless the
licensed trainer and licensed veterinarian submit a written request to remove the horse from the list. The request
must be made to the official veterinarian or their designee, on the proper form, no later than the time of entry.
(d)
After a horse has been removed from the furosemide list, the horse may not be
placed back on the list for a period of 60 calendar days unless it is determined to be detrimental to the welfare of the
horse, in consultation with the official veterinarian. If a horse is removed from the official furosemide list a second
time in a 365-day period, the horse may not be placed back on the list for a period of 90 calendar days.
(e)
Furosemide shall only be administered on association grounds.
(f)
Furosemide shall be the only authorized bleeder medication.
(2)
The use of furosemide shall be permitted under the following circumstances on
association grounds where a detention barn is utilized: furosemide shall be administered by the official veterinarian,
the racing veterinarian, or practicing veterinarian no less than four hours prior to post in which the horse is entered.
A horse qualified for furosemide administration must be brought to the detention barn one hour prior to the fourhour administration requirement specified above. After treatment, the horse shall be required by the commission to
remain in the detention barn in the care, custody and control of its trainer or the trainer's designated representative
under association or commission security supervision until called to the saddling paddock.
(3)
The use of furosemide shall be permitted under the following circumstances on
association grounds where a detention barn is not utilized: furosemide shall be administered by the official
veterinarian, the racing veterinarian, or practicing veterinarian no less than four hours prior to post in which a horse
is entered; the horse must be logged in at the stable gate with time and location no less than one hour prior to
administration; the furosemide dosage administered shall not exceed 500 milligrams nor be less than 150
milligrams; the trainer of the treated horse shall cause to be delivered to the official veterinarian or their designee no
later than one hour prior to post time for the race for which the horse is entered the following information under oath
on a form provided by the commission: the racetrack name, the date and time the furosemide was administered to
the entered horse; the dosage amount of furosemide administered to the entered horse; the printed name and
signature of the attending licensed veterinarian who administered the furosemide.
(4)
Any veterinarian or veterinarian technicians participating in a third-party furosemide
administration process under association requirements must be prohibited from working as private veterinarians or
technicians on the racetrack or with participating licensees.
(5)
The specific gravity of post-race urine samples may be measured to ensure that samples
are sufficiently concentrated for proper chemical analysis. The specific gravity shall not be below 1.010. If the
specific gravity of the urine is found to be below 1.010 or if a urine sample is unavailable for testing, quantitation of
furosemide in serum or plasma shall be performed.
(6)
Quantitation of furosemide in serum or plasma shall be performed when specific gravity
of the corresponding urine sample is not measured or if measured below 1.010. Concentrations may not exceed 100
nanograms of furosemide per milliliter of serum or plasma.
E.
Bleeder list:
(1)
The official veterinarian shall maintain a bleeder list of all horses which have
demonstrated external evidence of exercise induced pulmonary hemorrhage from one or both nostrils during or after
a race or workout as observed by the official or racing veterinarian.
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(2)
Every confirmed bleeder, regardless of age, shall be placed on the bleeder list and be
ineligible to race for the following time periods:
(a)
First incident - 10 days;
(b)
Second incident within 365-day period - 30 days;
(c)
Third incident within 365-day period - 180 days;
(d)
Fourth incident within 365-day period - barred for racing lifetime.
(3)
For the purposes of counting the number of days a horse is ineligible to run, the day the
horse bled externally is the first day of the recovery period.
(4)
The voluntary administration of furosemide without an external bleeding incident shall
not subject the horse to the initial period of ineligibility as defined by this policy.
(5)
A horse may be removed from the bleeder list only upon the direction of the official
veterinarian, who shall certify in writing to the stewards the recommendation for removal.
(6)
A horse, which has been placed on a bleeder list in another jurisdiction pursuant to these
rules, shall be placed on a bleeder list in this jurisdiction.
F.
Permissible medications with acceptable levels: The official urine or blood test sample may
contain one of the following drug substances listed below or the drugs listed on “association of racing
commissioners international inc. controlled therapeutic medication schedule”, their metabolites or analogs, in any
amount that does not exceed the specified levels.
(1)
Atropine: The use of atropine shall be permitted under the following conditions: any
horse to which atropine has been administered shall be subject to having a blood sample or a urine sample or both
taken at the direction of the official veterinarian to determine the quantitative level(s) or the presence of other drugs,
which may be present in the blood or urine sample. The permitted quantitative test level of atropine shall not exceed
10 nanograms per milliliter of urine.
(2)
Benzocaine: The use of benzocaine shall be permitted under the following conditions:
any horse to which benzocaine has been administered shall be subject to having a blood sample or a urine sample or
both taken at the direction of the official veterinarian to determine the quantitative level(s) or the presence of other
drugs, which may be present in the blood or urine sample. The permitted quantitative test level of benzocaine shall
not exceed 50 nanograms per milliliter of urine.
(3)
Dipyrone: The use of dipyrone shall be permitted under the following conditions: any
horse to which dipyrone has been administered shall be subject to having a blood sample or a urine sample or both
taken at the direction of the official veterinarian to determine the quantitative level(s) or the presence of other drugs,
which may be present in the blood or urine sample. The permitted quantitative test level of dipyrone shall be
administered in such dosage amount that the official test sample shall not exceed 1000 nanograms per milliliter of
urine.
(4)
Flumethasone: The use of flumethasone shall be permitted under the following
conditions: any horse to which flumethasone has been administered shall be subject to having a blood sample or a
urine sample or both taken at the direction of the official veterinarian to determine the quantitative level(s) or the
presence of other drugs, which may be present in the blood or urine sample. The permitted quantitative test level of
flumethasone shall be administered in such dosage amount that the official test sample shall not exceed 10
nanograms per milliliter of urine.
(5)
Isoxsuprine: The use of isoxsuprine shall be permitted under the following conditions:
any horse to which isoxsuprine has been administered shall be subject to having a blood sample or a urine sample or
both taken at the direction of the official veterinarian to determine the quantitative level(s) or the presence of other
drugs, which may be present in the blood or urine sample. The permitted quantitative test level of isoxsuprine shall
be administered in such dosage amount that the official test sample shall not exceed 1000 nanograms per milliliter of
urine.
(6)
Naproxen: The use of naproxen shall be permitted under the following conditions: any
horse to which naproxen has been administered shall be subject to having a blood sample or a urine sample or both
taken at the direction of the official veterinarian to determine the quantitative level(s) or the presence of other drugs,
which may be present in the blood or urine sample. The permitted quantitative test level of naproxen shall be
administered in such dosage amount that the official test sample shall not exceed 5000 nanograms per milliliter of
urine.
(7)
Pentoxifylline: The use of pentoxifylline shall be permitted under the following
conditions: any horse to which pentoxifylline has been administered shall be subject to having a blood sample or a
urine sample or both taken at the direction of the official veterinarian to determine the quantitative level(s) or the
presence of other drugs, which may be present in the blood or urine sample. The permitted quantitative test level of
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pentoxifylline shall be administered in such dosage amount that the official test sample shall not exceed 50
nanograms per milliliter of urine.
(8)
Pyrilamine: The use of pyrilamine shall be permitted under the following conditions:
any horse to which pyrilamine has been administered shall be subject to having a blood sample or a urine sample or
both taken at the direction of the official veterinarian to determine the quantitative level(s) or the presence of other
drugs, which may be present in the blood or urine sample. The permitted quantitative test level of pyrilamine shall
be administered in such dosage amount that the official test sample shall not exceed 50 nanograms per milliliter of
urine.
G.
Androgenic-anabolic steroids:
(1)
No AAS shall be permitted in official samples collected from racing horses except for
residues of the major metabolite of nandrolone, and the naturally occurring substances boldenone and testosterone
at concentrations less than the indicated thresholds.
(2)
Concentrations of these AAS shall not exceed the following urine threshold
concentrations for total (i.e., free drug or metabolite and drug or metabolite liberated from its conjugates):
(a)
boldenone (Equipoise ® is the undecylenate ester of boldenone) in male horses
other than geldings - 15 ng/ml in urine; no boldenone shall be permitted in geldings or female horses;
(b)
nandrolone (Durabolin ® is the phenylpropionate ester and Deca-Durabolin ® is
the decanoate ester) (in geldings - 1 ng/ml in urine, in fillies and mares - 1 ng/ml in urine); in male horses other than
geldings-45 ng/ml of metabolite, 5 alpha oestrane-3 beta, 17 alpha - diol in urine;
(c)
testosterone (in geldings - 20 ng/ml in urine, in fillies and mares - 55 ng/ml in
urine).
(3)
Any other anabolic steroids are prohibited in racing horses.
(4)
The presence of more than one of the three AAS identified in Paragraph (2) of this
subsection at concentrations greater than the individual thresholds indicated above shall not be permitted.
(5)
Post-race urine samples collected from intact males must be identified to the laboratory.
H.
Medical labeling:
(1)
No person on association grounds where horses are lodged or kept, excluding
veterinarians licensed by the commission, shall have in or upon association grounds which that person occupies or
has the right to occupy, or in that person's personal property or effect or vehicle in that person’s care, custody or
control, a drug, medication, chemical, foreign substance or other substance that is prohibited in a horse on a race day
unless the product is labeled in accordance with this subsection.
(2)
Any drug or medication which is used or kept on association grounds and which, by
federal or state law, requires a prescription must have been validly prescribed by a duly licensed veterinarian, and in
compliance with the applicable state statutes. All such allowable medications must have a prescription label which
is securely attached to the medication container and clearly ascribed to show the following:
(a)
name, address, and telephone number of the pharmacy or veterinarian;
(b)
prescription number when dispensed by a pharmacy if required by law;
(c)
date prescription filled;
(d)
name of the prescribing veterinarian;
(e)
name of the horse for whom the medication is prescribed or dispensed;
(f)
name of the trainer or owner of the horse for whom the product was dispensed;
(g)
dose, dosage, route of administration, and duration of treatment of the prescribed
product (instructions for use);
(h)
name, active ingredient, quantity prescribed, expiration date (if applicable),
beyond use date (if applicable), and lot number if applicable); and
(i)
cautionary statements (if any), and if applicable, withdrawal time.
(3)
The use of an expired medication is considered a violation of this rule.
(4)
Any medication that has a label that is missing, illegible, tampered with or altered, or in
any other way does not comply with this section shall be considered a violation of these rules.
(5)
Any licensee that voluntarily surrenders any non-compliant medication shall not be
considered to be in violation of the medication rules described in this section. A surrender shall not be deemed
voluntary after a licensee has been advised or it is apparent that an investigatory search has commenced.
I.
Alkalinizing substances: The use of agents that elevate the horses TCO2 above those existing
naturally in the untreated horse at normal physiological concentrations is prohibited. The following levels also
apply to blood gas analysis:
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(1)
the regulatory threshold for TCO2 is 37.0 millimoles per liter of plasma/serum plus the
measurement uncertainty of the laboratory analyzing the sample.
(2)
the decision level to be used for the regulation of TCO2 is 37.0 millimoles per liter of
plasma/serum plus the measurement uncertainty of the laboratory analyzing the sample.
(3)
such violation is that of a penalty class B drug.
J.
Out of competition testing:
(1)
A horse may be subject to out of competition testing without advance notice if the horse
is:
(a)
on the grounds of a racetrack or training center under the jurisdiction of the
commission;
(b)
under the care or control of a trainer or owner licensed by the commission; or
(c)
any horse whose papers are filed in the racing office; or
(d)
has been nominated to a stakes race; or
(e)
on the steward’s list pursuant to Subsection C of 15.2.6.9 NMAC.
(2)
This rule applies to the detection of prohibited substances in out of competition official
samples as follows:
(a)
penalty class A drugs as listed with the association of racing commissioners
international “uniform classification guidelines for foreign substances and recommended penalties and model rule”
and incorporated by reference under 15.2.6.9 NMAC;
(b)
blood doping agents including, but not limited to, erythropoietin (EP),
darbepoetin, oxylglobin, hemopure, aranasep or any substance that abnormally enhances the oxygenation of body
tissues;
(c)
gene doping agents or the non-therapeutic use of genes, genetic elements, or
cells that have the capacity to enhance athletic performance or produce analgesia
(d)
clenbuterol present in any official sample in a horse not previously placed on the
veterinarian’s list pursuant to Paragraph (10) of Subsection C of 15.2.6.9 NMAC; and
(e)
androgenic-anabolic steroids present in any official sample in a horse not
previously placed on the veterinarian’s list pursuant to Paragraph (10) of Subsection C of 15.2.6.9 NMAC.
(3)
The penalty for a positive test resulting from an out of competition blood or urine sample
will be determined by the penalty class of the drug listed in the association of racing commissioners international
“uniform classification guidelines for foreign substances and recommended penalties and model rule” and
incorporated by reference under 15.2.6.9 NMAC.
(4)
A horse with a positive test in an out of competition official sample for any substance
identified under Paragraph (6) of Subsection C of 15.2.6.9 NMAC will be placed on the steward’s list as per the
conditions set forth in that subsection. Horses already on the steward’s list for violations of Subsection C of 15.2.6.9
NMAC that have a positive out of competition test in a blood or urine sample for one of the substances identified in
the referenced paragraph shall be placed on the steward’s list for an additional, consecutive 60-day period.
(5)
Horses to be tested may be selected at random, with probable cause or as determined by
the commission or an agent of the commission.
(6)
The commission veterinarian, or any licensed veterinarian or licensed veterinary
technician authorized by the commission, may at any time take an official sample from a horse for this purpose.
(7)
Split samples shall be collected in accordance with Subsection B of 15.2.6.10 NMAC and
shall be secured and made available for further testing in accordance with Subsection D of 15.2.6.10 NMAC.
(8)
All horses selected for testing must be presented to the commission veterinarian, or any
licensed veterinarian or licensed veterinary technician authorized by the commission, at the time designated, unless
the trainer or owner provides verification of an extenuating circumstance that makes it impossible. Penalties for
violations of this subsection include:
(a)
any horse not presented for testing upon notification absent extenuating
circumstances will be placed immediately on the steward’s list for a minimum of 60 days and shall be subject to all
the requirements set forth in Paragraph (8) of Subsection C of 15.2.6.9 NMAC; and
(b)
the licensed trainer of a horse not presented for testing upon notification and
absent extenuating circumstances is a maximum suspension of 180 days.
(9)
Any licensee who does not comply with the rule or the commission veterinarian for a
sample may be subject to disciplinary action.
(10)
Cooperation with the commission veterinarian, or any licensed veterinarian or licensed
veterinary technician authorized by the commission, includes:
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(a)
assisting in the immediate location and identification of the horse selected for
out of competition testing; and
(b)
assisting the veterinarian in properly procuring the samples.
(11)
Out of competition samples will be sent to the official laboratory of the commission, or
another laboratory as designated by the commission, with reports made in accordance with the provisions of the
medication rules and the penalty provisions therefore.
K.
Contraband:
(1)
No person on association grounds where horses are lodged or kept, excluding licensed
veterinarians, shall have in that person’s care, custody or control, a drug, medication, chemical, foreign substance or
other substance that is prohibited in a horse on a race day unless the product is labeled in accordance with
Subsection H of 15.2.6.9 NMAC. This restriction includes, but is not limited to, locations on the association
grounds where that person occupies, in that person’s personal property, effects or vehicle.
(2)
The New Mexico racing commission may confiscate any contraband in violation of
Subsection H of 15.2.6.9 NMAC and any drug or illegal substance that is found on association premises which a
licensed trainer occupies or has the right to occupy, or in that trainer’s personal property, effects or vehicle in that
trainer’s care, custody or control.
(3)
Upon finding a violation of this subsection, the stewards shall consider the classification
level as it is listed in the uniform classification guidelines for foreign substances and recommended penalties as
promulgated by Subsection A of 15.2.6.9 NMAC.
(4)
If the contraband is required to be tested by the official laboratory, payment of all costs
for testing shall be borne by the licensee upon final decision by the stewards that the substance is prohibited
pursuant to these rules.
L.
Environmental contaminants and substances of human use:
(1)
Environmental contaminants are either endogenous to the horse or can arise from plants
traditionally grazed or harvested as equine feed or are present in equine feed because of contamination during the
cultivation, processing, treatment, storage or transportation phases.
(2)
Substances of human use and addiction which may be found in the horse due to its close
association with humans.
(3)
If the preponderance of evidence presented in the hearing shows that a positive test is the
result of environmental contamination, including inadvertent exposure due to human drug use, or dietary intake, or
is endogenous to the horse, those factors should be consider in mitigation of any disciplinary action taken against the
affected trainer. Disciplinary action shall only be taken if test sample results exceed the regulatory thresholds listed
below:
(a)
Arsenic - 0.3 micrograms per milliliter total arsenic in urine;
(b)
Benzoylecgonine - 150 nanograms per milliliter in urine;
(c)
Caffeine - 100 nanograms per milliliter of plasma or serum;
(d)
Cathinone - 10 nanograms per milliliter in urine;
(e)
Cobalt - 25 ppb in blood plasma or serum (penalties for cobalt vary depending
on the concentration; see uniform classification guidelines for foreign substances for recommended penalty for
concentrations of 25 parts per billion or greater of blood plasma or serum and for concentrations of 50 parts per
billion of blood plasma or serum);
(f)
Estranediol - 0.045 micrograms per milliliter, free + conjugated 5α -estrange-3β,
17 α-diol, in the urine of male horses other than geldings;
(g)
Gamma Aminobutryic Acid - 110 nanograms per milliliter of plasma or serum;
(h)
Hydrocortisone - 1 microgram per milliliter of urine;
(i)
Methoxytyramine - 4 micrograms per milliliter, free + conjugated in urine;
(j)
Morphine/morphine glucuronides - 100 nanograms per milliliter in urine;
(k)
Salicylate/Salicylic Acid - 750 micrograms per milliliter of urine or 6.5
micrograms per milliliter of serum or plasma;
(l)
Scopolamine - 75 nanograms per milliliter of urine;
(m)
Strychnine - 100 nanograms per milliliter of urine;
(n)
Theobromine - 2 micrograms per milliliter of urine or 0.3 micrograms per
milliliter of serum or plasma; and
(o)
Theophylline - 400 nanograms per milliliter of urine.
M.
Suspension of authorized medication:
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(1)
After a public meeting that has been noticed in accordance with the Open Meetings Act,
Sections 10-15-1 through 10-15-4 NMSA 1978, the commission may, for any cause, temporarily suspend the
authorized administration to a horse of any drug, substance or medication that is otherwise permitted under the
commission rules.
(2)
The temporary suspension of the authorized administration of a drug, substance or
medication may be for a race, breed, or race meeting, provided all horses in the same race compete under the same
conditions.
(3)
The commission shall notify in writing the racing association, the trainer’s organization,
and licensed veterinarians of any temporary suspension of authorization to administer a drug, substance or
medication to a horse entered to race. The written notification shall include at minimum:
(a)
the authorized medication is temporarily suspended,
(b)
the period of time for which the use of the authorized medication is temporarily
suspended; and
(c)
whether the temporary suspension is for a specific breed or a race meeting.
(4)
A suspension of authorization to administer a drug, substance or medication to a horse
entered to race shall not exceed 12 months.
N.
Non-steroidal anti-inflammatory drugs (NSAIDs): The use of NSAIDs shall be governed by
the following conditions:
(1)
NSAIDs included in the “association of racing commissioner’s international inc
controlled therapeutic medication schedule for horses” are not to be used in a manner inconsistent with the
restrictions contained herein. NSAIDs not included on the “association of racing commissioner’s international inc
controlled therapeutic medication schedule for horses” are not to be present in a racing horse’s official sample above
the official laboratory limit of detection.
(2)
The presence of more than one NSAID may constitute a NSAID stacking violation.
(3)
A NSAID stacking violation with a penalty class B occurs when two non-steroidal antiinflammatory drugs are found at individual levels determined to exceed the following restrictions:
(a)
Diclofenac - 5 nanograms per milliliter of plasma or serum;
(b)
Firocoxib - 20 nanograms per milliliter of plasma or serum;
(c)
Flunixin - 20 nanograms per milliliter of plasma or serum;
(d)
Ketoprofen - 2 nanograms per milliliter of plasma or serum;
(e)
Phenylbutazone - 2 micrograms per milliliter of plasma or serum; or
(f)
all other non-steroidal anti-inflammatory drugs - official laboratory limit of
detection.
(4)
A NSAID stacking violation with a penalty class B occurs when three or more nonsteroidal anti-inflammatory drugs are found at individual levels determined to exceed the following restrictions:
(a)
Diclofenac - 5 nanograms per milliliter of plasma or serum;
(b)
Firocoxib - 20 nanograms per milliliter of plasma or serum;
(c)
Flunixin - 3 nanograms per milliliter of plasma or serum;
(d)
Ketoprofen - 1 nanogram per milliliter of plasma or serum;
(e)
Phenylbutazone - 0.3 micrograms per milliliter of plasma or serum; or
(f)
all other non-steroidal anti-inflammatory drugs - official laboratory limit of
detection.
(5)
A NSAID stacking violation with a penalty class C (major) occurs when any one
substance noted in Subparagraphs (a) through (e) of Paragraph (3) above is found in excess of the restrictions
contained therein in combination with any one of the following substances at the following levels:
(a)
Flunixin - 3 nanograms per milliliter of plasma or serum but below 20
nanograms per milliliter of plasma or serum;
(b)
Ketoprofen - 1 nanogram per milliliter of plasma or serum but below 2
nanograms per milliliter of plasma or serum;
(c)
Phenylbutazone - 0.3 micrograms per milliliter of plasma or serum but below 2
micrograms per milliliter of plasma or serum.
(6)
A NSAID stacking violation with a penalty class C (minor) occurs when any
combination of two of the following non-steroidal anti-inflammatory drugs are found at concentrations between the
noted restrictions:
(a)
Flunixin - 3 nanograms per milliliter of plasma or serum but below 20
nanograms per milliliter of plasma or serum;
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(b)
Ketoprofen - 1 nanogram per milliliter of plasma or serum but below 2
nanograms per milliliter of plasma or serum;
(c)
Phenylbutazone - 0.3 micrograms per milliliter of plasma or serum but below 2
micrograms per milliliter of plasma or serum.
(7)
Any horse to which a NSAID has been administered shall be subject to having a blood
sample or urine sample, or both blood and urine sample(s), taken at the direction of the official veterinarian to
determine the quantitative NSAID level(s).
[15.2.6.9 NMAC - Rp, 15 NMAC 2.6.9, 04/13/2001; A, 08/30/2001; A, 07/15/2002; A, 08/15/2002; A, 09/29/2006;
A, 10/31/2006; A, 08/30/2007; A, 01/31/2008; A, 03/01/2009; A, 06/15/2009; A, 06/30/2009; A, 09/15/2009; A,
12/15/2009; A, 03/16/2010; A, 07/05/2010; A, 09/01/2010; A, 12/01/2010; A, 11/01/2011; A, 02/15/2012; A,
04/30/2012; A, 07/31/2012; A, 12/14/2012; A, 05/01/2013; A/E, 05/02/2013; A, 09/30/2013; A, 04/01/2014; A,
05/16/2014; A, 08/15/2014; A, 09/15/2014; A, 03/16/2015; A, 09/16/15; A, 03/15/2016; A, 06/15/2016; A/E,
06/28/2016; A, 09/15/2016; A, 12/16/2016; A, 07/01/2017; A, 10/31/17]
15.2.6.10
A.

TESTING:
Reporting to the test barn:
(1)
The official winning horse, or any other horses ordered by the commission or the
stewards shall be taken to the test barn to have an official sample taken at the direction of the official veterinarian.
(2)
Random or extra testing may be required by the stewards or the commission at any time
on any horse.
(3)
Unless otherwise directed by the stewards or the official veterinarian, a horse that is
selected for testing must be taken directly to the test barn.
(4)
A track security guard shall monitor access to the test barn area during and immediately
following each racing performance. All persons who wish to enter the test barn area must be a minimum of 18years-old, be currently licensed by the commission, display their commission identification badge and have a
legitimate reason for being in the test barn area.
B.
Sample collection:
(1)
Sample collection shall be done in accordance with the association of racing
commissioner’s international drug testing and quality assurance program external chain of custody guidelines, or
other guidelines and instructions provided by the official veterinarian.
(2)
The official veterinarian shall determine a minimum sample volume requirement for the
primary testing laboratory. A primary testing laboratory must be accredited by ISO 17025 and approved by the
commission.
(3)
If the specimen obtained from a horse is less than the minimum sample requirement, the
entire specimen shall be sent to the primary testing laboratory.
(4)
If a specimen obtained is greater than the minimum sample requirement but less than
twice that amount, the portion of the sample that is greater than the minimum sample requirement shall be secured
as the split sample.
(5)
If a specimen obtained is greater than twice the minimum sample requirement, a portion
of the sample approximately equal to the amount provided for the primary testing laboratory shall be secured as the
split sample.
(6)
No split samples will be collected for determination of TCO2 levels.
C.
Alkalinizing substances:
(1)
Blood samples for TCO2 and base excess testing should be collected 45 minutes (+ or 15 min) pre-race and approximately three hours after furosemide administration. The samples must be handled in a
consistent manner and cannot be frozen. If samples are obtained pre-furosemide a lower regulatory threshold is
necessary and the horse must be kept in a secure barn until race time.
(2)
The provisions of this rule pertaining to sample collection shall not apply to blood
samples drawn for TCO2 analysis.
(3)
Blood samples must be processed and tested within 120 hours using standardized,
reproducible, validated procedures.
D.
Storage and shipment of split samples:
(1)
Split samples obtained in accordance with Paragraphs (3) and (4) Subsection B, of
15.2.6.10 NMAC above shall be secured and made available for further testing. A split sample shall be secured in
the test barn under the same manner as the portion of the specimen acquired for shipment to a primary laboratory
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until such time as specimens are packed and secured for shipment to the primary laboratory. Split samples shall
then be transferred to a freezer at a secure location as provided by state statute or approved by the commission.
(2)
A trainer, owner or designee of a horse having been notified that a written report from a
primary laboratory states that a prohibited substance has been found in a specimen obtained pursuant to these rules
may request that a split sample corresponding to the portion of the specimen tested by the primary laboratory be sent
to another testing laboratory that is accredited by ISO 17025 and approved by the commission. The ISO 17025
requirement may only be waived by the commission for the purpose of a split sample test involving a hair sample.
The request must be made and confirmed with the commission not later than 48 hours excluding weekends and
holidays after the trainer of the horse receives notice of the findings of the primary laboratory. The trainer’s first
choice, second choice and third choice of laboratories, for the split sample to be sent to, shall be listed within that 48
hours and kept on file with the horsemen’s association. Any request not received within the specified deadline shall
be considered a positive test. Any split sample so requested must be shipped within seven working days after the
trainer’s 48 hour deadline or the New Mexico horsemen’s association may be subject to disciplinary action.
(3)
The owner, trainer or designee requesting testing of a split sample shall be responsible for
the cost of shipping and testing. Failure of the owner, trainer or designee to appear at the time and place designated
by the commission or the commission’s designee shall constitute a waiver of all rights to split sample testing. Prior
to shipment, the owner, trainer or designee shall confirm the split sample laboratory's willingness to provide the
testing requested, the laboratory's willingness to send results to both the person requesting the testing and the
commission, and arrangements for payment satisfactory to the split sample laboratory.
(4)
Prior to opening the split sample freezer or any other secure split sample storage
mechanism, the commission shall ensure that the standard operating procedure for the handling and shipping of the
split sample are followed and documented. Standard operating procedure for the handling and shipping of a split
sample shall include documentation of the following at a minimum:
(a)
the date and time the sample is removed from the split sample freezer or other
secured mechanism;
(b)
the sample number;
(c)
the address where the split sample is to be sent;
(d)
the name of the carrier and the address where the sample is to be taken for
shipment;
(e)
verification the owner, trainer or designee received the split sample from the
freezer or other secured mechanism;
(f)
verification of the condition of the split sample package immediately prior to
transfer of custody to the carrier; and,
(g)
the date and time custody of the sample is transferred to the carrier.
(5)
A split sample shall be removed from the split sample freezer or other secured
mechanism by a commission representative in the presence of the owner, trainer or designee.
(6)
The owner, trainer or designee shall pack the split sample for shipment in the presence of
the representative of the commission, in accordance with the packaging procedures recommended by the
commission. A form shall be signed by both the horsemen's representative and the commission representative to
confirm the packaging of the split sample. The exterior of the package shall be secured and identified with initialed
tape, evidence tape or other means to prevent tampering with the package.
(7)
The package containing the split sample shall be transported in a manner prescribed by
the commission to the location where custody is transferred to the delivery carrier charged with delivery of the
package to the commission-approved laboratory selected by the owner or trainer.
(8)
The owner, trainer or designee and the commission representative shall inspect the
package containing the split sample immediately prior to transfer to the delivery carrier to verify that the package is
intact and has not been tampered with.
(9)
All documents verifying the handling and shipping of the split sample chain of custody
shall be completed and signed by the representatives of the commission and the owner, trainer or designee. A
commission representative shall keep all original documents and provide copies for the owner, trainer or designee.
E.
Official state racing chemist: The state racing commission may hire or contract with a qualified
chemist to act as the official state racing chemist. The duties of the official state racing chemist may include, but
shall not be limited to the following:
(1)
review and evaluate scientific data submitted by the official testing laboratory concerning
any race horse's positive drug test;
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(2)
submit a written report to the agency director of the racing commission concerning a
positive test, certifying the positive test as such, or that the test does not constitute a positive test based on the
scientific data submitted by the official testing laboratory; if the test does not constitute a positive test it may be
referred back to the laboratory for further testing;
(3)
in the event that a split sample is sent for independent testing and the result of that test
does not confirm with the results of the primary testing laboratory, the official state racing chemist shall review all
scientific data submitted by the laboratory which tested the split and make recommendations to the agency director;
(4)
appear before the racing commission as an expert witness, as needed in matters
concerning chemical testing for drugs and medications;
(5)
consult with the racing commission in matters concerning chemical testing for drugs and
medication as the need arises;
(6)
at the request of the commission, inspect the official testing laboratory and the racetrack
collection facilities to insure their compliance with, and use of, proper scientific techniques and procedures.
[15.2.6.10 NMAC - Rp, 15 NMAC 2.6.10, 04/13/2001; A, 03/30/2007; A, 09/01/2010; A, 07/31/2012; A,
05/01/2013; A, 05/16/2014; A, 06/15/2016; A, 07/01/2017]
15.2.6.11
Trainer responsibility: The purpose of this subsection is to identify responsibilities of the trainer
that pertain specifically to the health and wellbeing of horses in their care.
A.
The trainer is responsible for the condition of horses entered in an official workout or race and is
responsible for the presence of any prohibited drug, medication or other substance, including permitted medication
in excess of the maximum allowable level, in such horses. A positive test for a prohibited drug, medication or
substance, including permitted medication in excess of the maximum allowable level, as reported by a Commissionapproved laboratory, is prima facie evidence of a violation of this rule. In the absence of substantial evidence to the
contrary, the trainer is responsible.
B.
A trainer shall prevent the administration of any drug or medication or other prohibited substance
that may cause a violation of these rules.
C.
A trainer whose horse has been claimed remains responsible for any violation of rules regarding
that horse's participation in the race in which the horse is claimed.
D.
The trainer is responsible for: maintaining the assigned stable area in a clean, neat and sanitary
condition at all times; using the services of those veterinarians licensed by the commission to attend horses that are
on association grounds.
E.
Additionally, with respect to horses in their care or custody, the trainer is responsible for:
(1)
the proper identity, custody, care, health, condition and safety of horses;
(2)
having each horse in their care that is racing, or is stabled on association grounds, tested
for equine infectious anemia (EIA) and for filing evidence of such negative test results with the racing secretary as
required by the commission;
(3)
immediately reporting the alteration of the sex of a horse to the horse identifier and the
racing secretary;
(4)
promptly reporting to the racing secretary and the official veterinarian when a posterior
digital neurectomy (heel nerving) is performed and ensuring that such fact is designated on its certificate of
registration;
(5)
promptly notifying the official veterinarian of any reportable disease and any unusual
incidence of a communicable illness in any horse in their charge;
(6)
promptly reporting the serious injury or death of any horse at locations under the
jurisdiction of the commission to the stewards and the official veterinarian and compliance with the rules in this part
governing postmortem examinations;
(7)
maintaining knowledge of the medication record and status;
(8)
immediately reporting to the stewards and the official veterinarian knowledge or reason
to believe, that there has been any administration of a prohibited medication, drug or substance;
(9)
ensuring the fitness to perform creditably at the distance entered;
(10)
ensuring that every horse entered to race is present at its assigned stall for a pre-race
soundness inspection as prescribed in this part;
(11)
ensuring proper bandages, equipment and shoes;
(12)
presence in the paddock at least 20 minutes before post time or at a time otherwise
appointed before the race in which the horse is entered;
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(13)

personally attending in the paddock and supervising the saddling thereof, unless excused

by the stewards;
(14)
attending the collection of a urine or blood sample or delegating a licensed employee or
the owner to do so;
(15)
immediately reporting to the stewards any administration of any medication or drugs,
except as provided, within 24 hours of post time of the race in which the horse has been entered;
(16)
immediately submitting to the official veterinarian and the racing secretary the necessary
forms to scratch any horse treated with any medication, or drug, within 24 hours of the post time of the race in
which the horse has been entered unless such treatment is permitted herein.
[15.2.6.11 NMAC - Rp, 15 NMAC 2.6.11, 04/13/2001; A, 08/30/2007; A, 07/31/2012]
15.2.6.12
A.

PHYSICAL INSPECTION OF HORSES:
Assessment of racing condition:
(1)
Every horse entered to participate in an official race may be subjected to a veterinary
inspection prior to starting in a race for which it is entered.
(2)
The inspection shall be conducted by the official veterinarian or the racing veterinarian.
(3)
The agency or the association employing the examining veterinarian(s) should provide a
staffing level of not less than two veterinarians.
(4)
The trainer of each horse or a representative of the trainer must present the horse for
inspection as required by the examining veterinarian. Horses presented for examination must have bandages
removed and the legs must be clean. Prior to examination horses may not be placed in ice nor shall any device or
substance be applied that impedes veterinary clinical assessment.
(5)
The assessment of a horse's racing condition shall be based on the recommendations of
the American association of equine practitioners and shall include: proper identification of each horse inspected;
observation of each horse in motion; manual palpation and passive flexion of both forelimbs; clinical observation in
the paddock and saddling area, during the parade to post and at the starting gate; any other inspection deemed
necessary by the official veterinarian and the racing veterinarian or the stewards.
(6)
Every horse shall be observed by the racing veterinarian during and after the race.
(7)
The official veterinarian or the racing veterinarian shall maintain a permanent continuing
health and racing soundness record of each horse inspected.
(8)
The official veterinarian or the racing veterinarian are authorized access to any and all
horses housed on association grounds regardless of entry status.
(9)
If, prior to starting, a horse is determined to be unfit for competition, or if the veterinarian
is unable to make a determination of racing soundness, the veterinarian will recommend to the stewards the horse be
scratched.
(10)
Horses scratched upon the recommendation of the official veterinarian or the racing
veterinarian, are to be placed on the veterinarian’s list.
(11)
All pre-race examination reports on each horse selected for a pre-race examination will
be submitted to the commission on a monthly basis. In addition, these reports will be made available to the
commission upon request within a 48-hour period.
B.
Veterinarian's list:
(1)
The racing veterinarian shall maintain a list of all horses which are determined to be unfit
to compete in a race due to physical distress, unsoundness, infirmity or medical condition. Horses so listed are
ineligible to enter to race in any jurisdiction until released by the racing veterinarian.
(2)
A horse may be removed from the veterinarian's list when, in the opinion of the racing
veterinarian, the horse has satisfactorily recovered the capability of competing in a race.
C.
Postmortem examination:
(1)
The commission may require a postmortem examination of any horse that dies or is
euthanized on association grounds.
(2)
The commission may require a postmortem examination of any horse that dies or is
euthanized at recognized training facilities within this jurisdiction.
(3)
If a postmortem examination is to be conducted, the commission shall take possession of
the horse upon death for a postmortem examination. All shoes and equipment on the horse’s legs shall be left on the
horse.
(4)
If a postmortem examination is to be conducted, the commission or its representative
shall collect blood, urine, bodily fluids, or other biologic specimens immediately, if possible before euthanization.
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The commission may submit blood, urine, bodily fluid, or other biologic specimens collected during a postmortem
examination for testing analysis. The presence of a prohibited substance in a specimen collected during the
postmortem examination may constitute a violation.
(5)
Requests for each postmortem examination shall be filed with the official veterinarian by
the owner’s or trainer’s veterinarian within one hour of the death and shall be submitted on a necropsy submission
form entitled New Mexico racing commission necropsy submission form, hereby incorporated by reference and
which is available at all official veterinarian offices and all stable gates. The trainer or their designee is responsible
to supply all information to complete this form.
(6)
All licensees shall be required to comply with postmortem examination requirements as a
condition of licensure. In proceeding with a postmortem examination the commission or its designee shall
coordinate with the owner or the owner’s authorized agent to determine and address any insurance requirements.
(7)
Postmortem examinations shall be conducted according to the most recent edition of the
American association of equine practitioners’ guidelines for the necropsy of racehorses.
(8)
Upon completion of the postmortem examination the diagnostic laboratory shall file a
written report with the racing commission’s agency director and official veterinarian.
(9)
The owner or the owner’s authorized agent will be responsible for all costs of a
postmortem examination, i.e., testing fees, transportation of the horse, disposal, etc, when the results of a
postmortem examination constitute a violation of the New Mexico racing commission rules.
[15.2.6.12 NMAC - Rp, 15 NMAC 2.6.12, 04/13/2001; A, 09/01/2010; A, 12/01/2010; A, 11/01/2011; A,
02/15/2012; A, 07/31/2012]
History of 15.2.6 NMAC:
Pre-NMAC History:
Material in this part was derived from that previously filed with the commission of public records - state records
center and archives as:
NMSRC 67-1, Amendment No. 1., Rule Revisions Adopted by the New Mexico State Racing Commission April 21,
1967 Rules 352 & 380, filed 04-26-67;
NMSRC 69-1, New Mexico Laws and Rules and Regulations Governing Horse Racing, filed 06-09-69;
NMSRC 81-1, Rules Governing Horse Racing in New Mexico, filed 12-04-81;
History of Repealed Material:
15 NMAC 2.6, Horse Racing - Veterinary Practices, Equine Health, Medication, and Trainer Responsibility, filed
09-29-95 repealed in its entirety; renumbered, reformatted and replaced by 15.2.6 NMAC, Horse Racing Veterinary Practices, Equine Health, Medication, and Trainer Responsibility, to conform to the new NMAC
requirements effective 04/13/2001.
Other History:
NMSRC 81-1, Rules Governing Horse Racing in new Mexico, filed 12-04-81 - that applicable portion renumbered,
reformatted and amended to 15 NMAC 2.6, Horse Racing - Veterinary Practices, Equine Health, Medication, and
Trainer Responsibility, filed 09-29-95.
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