15.2.3.8

FLAT RACING OFFICIALS GENERAL PROVISIONS:
Stewards:
(1)
General authority: The stewards for each meeting shall be responsible to the
commission for the conduct of the race meeting in accordance with the laws of this state and these rules.
(a)
The stewards shall enforce these rules and the racing laws of this state.
(b)
The stewards' authority includes supervision of all racing officials, track
management, licensed personnel, other persons responsible for the conduct of racing, and patrons, as necessary to
insure compliance with the act and these rules.
(c)
The stewards shall have authority to resolve conflicts or disputes related to
racing and to discipline violators in accordance with the provisions of these rules.
(d)
The stewards have the authority to interpret the rules and to decide all questions
of racing not specifically covered by the rules. Whenever the stewards find any person culpable for any act or
omission in violation of these regulations or any violation of the Horse Racing Act, the person shall be subject to
disciplinary action, which could include a fine, suspension, or revocation/denial of license or any combination of
these penalties.
(e)
The stewards shall have the authority to amend, revoke, rescind or modify any
ruling that they issued in error in accordance with the laws of this state and these rules.
(2)
Period of authority: The stewards' period of authority shall commence up to ten days
prior to the beginning of each meeting and shall terminate with the completion of their business pertaining to the
meeting. Following the completion of the stewards' business, the agency director shall carry out the duties of the
stewards as described in this chapter.
(3)
Disciplinary action: The stewards shall take notice of alleged misconduct or rule
violations and initiate investigations into the matters.
(a)
The stewards shall have authority to charge any licensee for a violation of these
rules, to conduct hearings and to impose disciplinary action in accordance with these rules.
(b)
The stewards may compel the attendance of witnesses and the submission of
documents or potential evidence related to any investigation or hearing.
(c)
The stewards may at any time inspect license documents, registration papers,
and other documents related to racing.
(d)
The stewards have the power to administer oaths and examine witnesses.
The stewards shall consult with the official veterinarian to determine the nature
[(e)
and seriousness of a laboratory finding or an alleged medication violation.]
[(f)] (e) The stewards may impose any of the following penalties on a licensee for a
violation of the act or these rules: issue a reprimand; assess a fine; require forfeiture or redistribution of purse or
award, when specified by applicable rules and at their discretion; place a licensee on probation; suspend a license or
racing privileges; revoke a license; exclude from grounds under the jurisdiction of the commission.
[(g)] (f) The stewards may order that a person be ineligible for licensing; or they may
deny a license to an applicant on grounds set forth in the act or these rules.
[(h)] (g) The stewards shall submit a written report to the commission of every inquiry
and hearing.
[(i)](h) A stewards' ruling shall not prevent the commission from imposing a more
severe penalty.
[(j)](i) The stewards may refer any matter to the commission and may include
recommendations for disposition. The absence of a steward's referral shall not preclude commission action in any
matter.
[(k)](j) Purses, prizes, awards, and trophies shall be redistributed if the stewards or
commission order a change in the official order of finish.
[(l)] (k) All fines imposed by the stewards shall be paid to the commission within 30
days after the ruling is issued, unless otherwise ordered.
(4)
Protests, objections, and complaints: The stewards shall investigate promptly and
render a decision in every protest, objection and complaint made to them. They shall maintain a record of all
protests, objections and complaints. The stewards shall file daily with the commission a copy of each protest,
objection or complaint and any related ruling.
(5)
Stewards' presence: Three stewards shall be present in the stewards' stand during the
running of each race.
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(6)

Order of finish for pari-mutuel wagering:
(a)
The stewards shall determine the official order of finish for each race in
accordance with 15.2.5 NMAC.
(b)
The decision of the stewards as to the official order of finish, including the
disqualification of a horse or horses as a result of any event occurring during the running of the race, shall be final
for purposes of distribution of the pari-mutuel wagering pool.
(7)
Cancel wagering: The stewards have the authority to cancel wagering on an individual
betting interest or on an entire race and also have the authority to cancel a pari-mutuel pool for a race or races, if
such action is necessary to protect the integrity of pari-mutuel wagering.
(8)
Records and reports:
(a)
The stewards shall prepare a daily report, on a form approved by the
commission, detailing their actions and observations made during each day's race program. The report shall contain
the name of the racetrack, the date, the weather and track conditions, claims, inquiries, and objections and any
unusual circumstances or conditions. The report shall be signed by each steward and be filed with the commission
not later than 24 hours after the end of each race day.
(b)
The stewards shall maintain a detailed log of the stewards' official activities.
The log shall describe all questions, disputes, protests, complaints, or objections brought to the attention of the
stewards and all interviews, investigations and rulings made by the stewards. The log shall be available at all times
for inspection by the commission or its designee.
(c)
Not later than seven days after the last day of a race meeting, the stewards shall
submit to the commission a written report regarding the race meeting. The report shall contain: the stewards'
observations and comments regarding the conduct of the race meeting and the overall conditions of the association
grounds during the race meeting; any recommendations for improvement by the association or action by the
commission.
(9)
Stewards' list:
(a)
The stewards shall maintain a stewards' list of the horses which are ineligible to
be entered in a race because of poor or inconsistent performance behavior on the racetrack that endangers the health
or safety of other participants in racing or for positive tests pursuant to Subsection C of 15.2.6.9 NMAC.
(b)
The stewards may place a horse on the stewards' list when there exists a question
as to the exact identification or ownership of said horse.
(c)
A horse which has been placed on the stewards' list because of inconsistent
performance or behavior, may be removed from the stewards' list when, in the opinion of the stewards, the horse can
satisfactorily perform competitively in a race without endangering the health or safety of other participants in racing.
(d)
A horse which has been placed on the stewards' list because of questions as to
the exact identification or ownership of said horse, may be removed from the stewards' list when, in the opinion of
the stewards, proof of exact identification or ownership has been established.
(e)
A horse that has been placed on the steward’s list for a positive test pursuant to
Subsection C of 15.2.6.9 NMAC may only be removed if the criteria set forth in that subsection are met or in the
event of a split sample result which does not confirm the official laboratory’s original finding of a positive test.
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